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        Transformed by 

Grace, Faith and Love 
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TRANSFORMED BY GRACE, FAITH AND LOVE 
The theme for this year’s stewardship emphasis is 

Transformed by Grace, 
Faith, and Love. We will 
begin this emphasis on 
November 12. As God’s 
people, we have been given 
the high honor of being his 
stewards. As his stewards, 
we are called to manage 
faithfully all that we’ve been 
entrusted with according to 
God’s will and benefit. 

Because of God’s generous gifts of grace, faith, and 
love, we can accomplish all that God asks us to do. 
God works in and through us as we become his 
hands, feet, and mouth. Each week during this three-
week emphasis, we will be focusing on one of the 
three virtues, grace, faith and love. 

 

This will be our opportunity to be deliberate in our 
response to God’s blessing in supporting the 
operating budget of Christ’s ministry at St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church. Next Spring we will have the 
opportunity to support this ministry through a 
commitment to sustain our capital budget which is the 
new addition.  

 

In week one, our focus is on God’s undeserved 
kindness and love which the Bible calls grace. God’s 
grace comes from God through Jesus and his work 
for us. It is not something we have a right to. Jesus 
obtained it for us. We get it freely because of the 
obedience and sacrifice of Jesus. This saving grace 
also enables and motivates us to be God’s stewards. 
The power of God’s grace in our lives compels us to 
use our time, talents, and money in ways that glorify 
God. 

 

In week two, we are reminded that it is through faith 
that we have access into God’s grace and a new 
relationship with him. Through faith, God changes us, 
and we are born anew of him. Not only does faith 
justify us and give us peace with God (Romans 5:1), 
we are told by James and other writers that faith 
produces works (James 2:18). Faith leads to action. 
Through faith, we are empowered to fulfill God’s 
purposes. Our deeds as stewards are evidence of 
our faith. 
 

The third week we will focus on the virtue of love. 
Love ought to follow faith. Love seeks the welfare of 
others. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us” (1 John 4:11-12). God’s love in 

Christ will compel us to do things that appear foolish 
to unbelievers. God’s love prompts us to give freely 
of our time, talents, and treasures to help others and 
extend his kingdom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope and pray that God will use the sermon 
messages on Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love 
to draw you closer to him. I also urge you to make 
every effort to attend the Bible studies as we focus 
on grace, faith, and love. 
  

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 
David and Kristen (Stark) Zimmerman blessings on 
their October 7 marriage 
Ryan and Shari Anderson on their 15th wedding 
anniversary on November 2 
Barry and Karen Jenson on their 35th wedding 
anniversary on November 13 
Dan and Sue Retka on their 45th wedding 
anniversary November 24 
 

Sympathies to… 
Denny Kohn and family as they mourn the death of 
his father Vernon 
Kathy Luedke as she mourns the death of her 
brother Michael Feddick 
Terry and Suzanne Lee as they mourn the death of 
their son, Derek 
 

 

Thank you… 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Our heartfelt thank you for the incredible outpouring 
of prayers and generous memorials given in memory 
of our beloved son, Derek Allan Lee. We were 
overwhelmed by the many acts of kindness, the 
delicious meal prepared by the WELCA ladies, Pastor 
Geier's leadership and love, John Diischer's expertise 
with sound and video and Lista for the extra work she 
provided to make Derek's memorial service extra 
special. 
 

In Christian Love, 
Suzanne and Terry Lee 
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Preschool Chatter 
October was Safety month, the ELC had Dakota 
Electric and Officer Bauer come to school.  Officer 
Bauer talked to the children about Halloween safety 
and he introduced 3 words the ELC will be using in 
case of an incident in our school. The 3 words he 
introduced are Wolf (bad guy), Sheppard (teachers) 
and flock (students).  We will be practicing these key 
words and what to do when we hear them all year 
long. Early next year we will hold ALICE training 
again for any ELC parents as well as Congregation 
members that may want to attend.   
 

Nick from Dakota 
Electric gave a 
wonderful presentation 
about being safe around 
electricity.   We were 
able to try on hard hats, 
special gloves and 
safety glasses.   
 

To celebrate Halloween 
the children and staff 
held a Superhero party.  
The children brought in 
old      t-shirts, which we 
made into capes.  It was a fun day filled with great 
crafts, games and trick or treating to end our 
Halloween parties. 
 

November will bring colder weather and a feast to 
help us understand the meaning of Thanksgiving.   
 

I would like to thank the Congregation for their snack 
donations this past month. With enrollment being 
down at all schools, it’s a blessing to know the ELC 
has such a wonderful and caring Congregation 
backing us. Thanks again, your kindness means a lot 
to my staff and I. 
 

Kim Sill 
Early Learning Center Director 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Minute 
 

As we gather, most weeks, I set out something for the 
students to do as we wait for everyone to arrive. In 
October, we focused on help—when and how we give 
it and also when we need it—and who helps. The first 
week, it was very easy for them to answer. They help 
in tons of ways—they carry in groceries, tidy up toys, 
give hugs, rake leaves, watch siblings and more.  
 

When asked who helps them and when they need 
help, though, there was a bit of hesitation. Does 
anyone like to admit they need help? That can be a 
hard one. It’s hard to admit we can’t do everything by 
ourselves. However, all the joy I saw in the kids when 
they told about how they helped wouldn’t have been 
there if there hadn’t been a need. Needing help, 
though it can be hard, is an opportunity for someone 
else to serve. Asking for help can strengthen a 
relationship, build a bridge, and make a connection—
all while fulfilling this need so many have to be helpful 
and to have purpose. Kids need that, too. How do you 
help? Who helps you?  
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 

 

Teen Talk  
There’s not much quiet time when 30 youth are 
together on a retreat. That’s not a bad thing at all, but 
it is a certain kind of energy that after the 35 hour 
mark starts taking its toll on anyone over 30. 
 

Weekends like our retreat weekend are great 
reminders about the body of the church. No one 
person has every spiritual gift. It’s just not a thing. We 
talked about spiritual gifts and one student mentioned 
they felt bad because on the inventory, they wanted 
to score every question high, but couldn’t, even 
though everything was probably a good thing they 
should have been doing. Individually we bring our 
strengths and our weaknesses—mixed all together 
with those around us—something amazing comes 
out. That high energy? It mixes with knowledge and 
patience to tie 13 blankets and pack 48 care kits in 
less than an hour. That high energy can also mix with 
music to fill a camp with joyful noise that could be 
heard well beyond our fire ring. Every gift is valuable 
and needed. Teens…they bring something uniquely 
special to this mix, something that cannot be 
replicated or overlooked. 

 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

NOVEMBER 5 
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Early in October we 
closed the books on 

September 
financials. The 
Finance Team is 
happy to report the 
following details. 
 
 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 9/30/17:   
 

             Actual       Budget         Actual  
Year to Date:      9/17        9/17            9/16 
Income:           $386,977     $398,394     $378,892 
Expenses:      $357,246    $411,862    $363,075 
Over/(short): $29,731    ($13,468) $15,817 
 
Capital Fund Year to Date: 
 $121,840   $127,963   $117,919 
 

The offering plate is passed, the money counted and 
then deposited in the bank each Sunday. Ever 
wonder how your dollars are spent?  Here are a few 
highlights from the month of September. 
 

 Pastor led Wednesday am adult Bible study on 
the formation of scripture and taught four 
confirmation classes on Luther and the 
Reformation. 

 One wedding, a pre-baptism meeting, four 
hospital visits and a nursing home worship at 
Regina    .  

 Pastor attended the confirmation workshop and 
banquet. 

 13 students were confirmed the last Sunday of 
the month. 

 Seven new Sunday school teachers were 
recruited this year. 

 74 students registered for Sunday school, 
compared to 52 students last year. 

 

Many thanks for all you do to support in the ministry 
of St. Philip’s!  
 

 

NOVEMBER SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
November 5 God Speaks to Elijah 
 1 Kings 19:1-18 
 

November 12 Amos: Justice Rolls Down 
 Amos 1:1-2, 5:14-15, 21-24 
 

November 19 Isaiah: A Child is Born 
 Isaiah 9:1-7  
 

November 26 Jeremiah’s Letter to Exiles 
 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 
 

  
NOVEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS: 
November 5: The Burning Bush (56rs Why did Jesus 
go to Hell?) 
November 12: Manna, Quail, and Water (56rs Is the 
Holy Spirit a person or wind or fire or what?) 
November 19: Deborah (56rs why do we say we 
believe in the holy catholic church?) 
November 26: Christmas Program Prep and Party 
 

 

CONFIRMATION LESSON SCHEDULE: 
November 1: 7th Wilderness to Land, 8th The 

Beatitudes, 9th How to Tell the Difference Between 
Gospel and Law 

November 8: 7th The Ten Commandments, 8th The 
Feeding of the 5,000, 9th Apostles’ Creed Overview 

November 15: 7th Judges, 8th The Sending of the 70, 
9th Exploring Article One 

November 22: Feed My Starving Children 
November 29: 7th Ruth, 8th Healing of the Bent Over 

Woman, 9th Theology of the Cross vs. Theology of 
Glory 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
Human Suffering and the Bible 

 

Come and join Pastor Geier during our Sunday 
morning adult education forum as we start a six-
session study on what the Bible has to say about 
suffering. Suffering is something that everyone has 
experienced, is experiencing, or will experience. 
What does Scripture have to say about the causes of 
suffering and the role of faith for those who suffer? 
We will look at how suffering was understood by 
biblical writers over the centuries and how Scripture 
may be used to both address and comfort those who 
are suffering (including ourselves. Below is a 
schedule of what we will be doing. Join us whenever 
your schedule permits! 
 

November 5 The Basic Biblical View of Suffering 
November 12  The Power of Negative Thinking 
November 19   Suffering for Others 
November 26   God, Job and the Counselors 
December 3     What’s “New” in the New Testament 
December 10   Comfort and Hope 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starting November 5!  
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Stewardship Emphasis 2018: 
Transformed by 

Grace, Faith and Love 
 

Join us on being: 
 

 Transformed by Grace 

 Transformed by Faith 

 Transformed by Love 
 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 

all times, you may abound in every good work.”   2 Corinthians 9:8 

 

Grace is not just a prayer at mealtime or a lovely name for a girl. 

Grace is a foundational pillar of our faith and understanding grace is 

essential for us as God’s people. God’s grace is not something we 

deserve or have earned. Grace is a gift that we don’t warrant. Grace is 

not ours to earn; it is God’s to give. 

 
 

 

 

Faith is not dependent on our circumstances or our abilities. It is 

dependent solely on God. What is important is to act in obedience 

through the faith God has given us. 

 
 

 

Love is God’s nature, and all God does is motivated by love. Despite 

what we are, despite what we’ve done, God loves us. It is God, the 

maker of Heaven and Earth, who sent his only Son, Jesus, from the 

glories of heaven to rescue us from sin and death. 

          
                Join Us and Be Transformed! 
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ST. PHILIP’S WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS - On 
October 8, St. Philip's was blessed to receive into 
membership two new households. Membership 
deepens one's relationship to the congregation 
through prayer and fellowship, and formal affiliation. 
St. Philip's has nearly 1000 Baptized individuals 
registered as members.  
 

Kay Forslund moved to 
Hastings from the Omaha, 
Nebraska area in June of 
2017.  While she enjoyed 
her home in Nebraska and 
serving as an election 
commissioner in Sarpy 
County, her decision to 
come to Minnesota was 
based on her desire to be in 
closer proximity to her two 
adult children, Christine and 
Rob, both of whom attended 
her reception into 
membership. 

 
In her search for a church home Kay visited a number 
of congregations with a special interest in wanting to 
participate in its choir. Upon visiting St. Philip's, she 
decided to attend its fall rehearsal schedule and 
became a member soon after. 
 
As hobbies, Kay enjoys reading and walking. In 
earlier years Kay was an active tennis player when 
residing in Austin, Minnesota for 28 years, and also 
after moving to Omaha.   
 
Kay has already volunteered her service for a recent 
funeral luncheon and is ready to participate in as 
many other areas as fit her interests. Deborah Dreher 
is Kay's sponsor for membership. The congregation 
warmly welcomes Kay Forslund.   
 
Jim and Ranee 
Hadley were 
received into 
membership in 
absentia, having 
left for the Phoenix, 
Arizona area for the 
winter months.  Jim 
and Ranee reside 
in Rosemount and 
have worshipped 
regularly at St. 
Philip's for the past 
year.  

Jim's career has been in the plumbing, heating, AC 
and fire protection business in several Minnesota 
communities. Ranee has been a bookkeeper and 
administrative assistant in the family business and 
has also worked in the computer field. Jim and Ranee 
have two adult sons who reside in the Rosemount 
and Eagan areas.  
 
Hobbies enjoyed by Jim lean to an interest in political 
affairs and Ranee enjoys quilting. Once discovering 
St. Philip's they found great satisfaction in its pastoral 
leadership and the 8:30 am traditional worship 
setting.  We warmly welcome Jim and Ranee Hadley 
to our church family fellowship.  Beth and Wayne 
Fahlstrom are new-member sponsors for the 
Hadleys.  
 

 
HASTINGS FAMILY SERVICE THANKSGIVING 
MEALS - Starting this 
Sunday bags with the list of 
items for people who would 
like to donate Thanksgiving 
meals to Hastings Family 
Service will be available in 
the narthex.  You can choose 
to do a meal or bits of a 
Thanksgiving meal (see the list below). Gift cards 
($15) can be purchased at Cub or Coborn’s. This 
long-standing ministry in Hastings has served 
Hastings residents for many years at Thanksgiving 
time and is an opportunity for every family to have a 
special meal. Many of those served include the 
elderly and families with children. The filled bags 
need to be returned to SPLC by November 20. Gift 
cards can be dropped off in the office or the drop box 
by the office door.  The SPLC youth will be sorting 
and packaging the food from there so it can be 
delivered to Hastings Family Service before 
Thanksgiving. 
 

Items requested for dinners: 
Turkey (purchased with $15 gift card) 
Boxed Stuffing 
Cranberries 
Gravy Packets or Jars 
2 Vegetables (corn or green beans)  
Canned Fruit Cocktail 
2 (3 oz) packages Jell-O  
Olives 
Pickles 
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ST. PHILIP’S EXPANSION NOW FOUR YEARS 
OLD   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On November 10, 2013, the 12,000-square foot 
addition of the St. Philip's 400-seat sanctuary, narthex 
or fellowship area, restrooms, an unfinished wing, 
along with a 204-stall parking lot and landscaping 
was dedicated for service to our Lord. The period of 
time planning, sacrificial giving, design decisions, and 
construction covered a nine year period. The addition 
cost $3,600,000, with a present mortgage balance of 
$2,600,000. The mortgage is held by Merchants Bank 
of Hastings. Monthly payments of $14,400 are made 
on schedule. St. Philip’s addition opened up its 
ministry to the community and world in countless 
ways. It is a place to invite others to "Come and See" 
the daily depth and work of the congregation's 
expressed faith to each other and to those needing its 
support. 
 
The second 3-year pledge opportunity for the 
building's mortgage will be presented during the first 
quarter of 2018.  Until that time it is asked that current 
pledges and non-pledged giving to the Capital Fund 
be maintained into 2018. Sincere gratitude to 
members and friends of St. Philip's for their Capital 
Fund giving is sincerely extended by members of the 
Stewardship Team: Al Todnem, Gerri Lundby, Ron 
Wegener, LuAnn Rechtzigel and Glenda Schnirring. 

A SPECIAL INVITATION - All members of St. Philip's 
Lutheran Church and their friends and relatives are 
invited to be a part of the 15th Annual Bake Sale and 
Soup Lunch on Saturday, November 18 from 10 am-
1:30 pm at St. Philip's Lutheran Church.   
 

The bake sale will 
begin at 10 am and we 
ask that all baked 
goods will be delivered 
to the church any time 
on Friday, November 
17 up until 7 pm or by 
9 am on Saturday, November 18.  All contributions 
should be wrapped in clear plastic wrap or Ziploc 
bags and marked with the name of the item.  Such 
things as gluten free, peanuts, peanut butter and nuts 
should be indicated.  There will be a large variety of 
pies, cakes, cookies, breads, Scandinavian 
delicacies, and home canned goods which are 
products of bountiful members' gardens.  The lefse 
makers are already hard at work. 
 

Once again there will be three 
soups offered for the lunch - 
Hamburger Vegetable, Turkey 
Wild Rice (gluten-free) and 
Bean and Ham.  Serving in-

house, at $5.50 per meal will begin at 10:30 am. 
 Take-out at $8 a quart will begin at 10 am.  Lunches 
include the soup, a hot roll, a beverage and a Rice 
Krispie Treat. 
 

Many volunteers are needed to make this event 
successful.  Sign-up sheets are available in the 
Narthex and each member is invited to help as much 
as possible.  There will be opportunities to help with 
soup preparation on Friday, November 17 and on the 
day of the sale we are in need of tending to the bake 
sale area, cashiers, serving and clean up. 
 

Why do we do this?  We encourage every member’s 
participation to enjoy good fellowship and to support 
the mission of the church.  The proceeds go towards 
these missions:  Bible Story Books for three year 
olds, Bibles for 3rd graders, a Scholarship for a high 
school girl in Tanzania, Feed My Starving Children 
and Support of Youth Mission Projects. Be a part of 
the action and Live Generously. 
 

The committee is pleased to announce that a Thrivent 
Action Team Project grant for $250 has been 
awarded and these funds will be used for purchasing 
food for use in the preparation of the soups. 
 

Come One, Come All!! 
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Pastor Geier reads the Liturgy for the Affirmation 
of Baptism to the class as it faces the altar 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Youth and Family 
greeting the class with whom she has had a major 

influence in their spiritual development 

Back Row:  Pastor Gregory Geier, Sarah Gathje, Brayden Nelson, McKenzie Langenfeld, Daniel 
Krey, Max Flaten, Shannon Kustrich, Stephanie Becken 
Front Row:  Morgan Stark, Julia Herber, Faith Forstad, Taylor Larson, Justin Hoffbeck, Karin 
Linne’ 
Not Pictured:  Meghan McNamara 
 

Thank you, all students, parents, families, and church family, for the love and support shown for this year’s 
10th grade students entering adulthood in the church family. It’s a special thing to work through the 
confirmation curriculum and commit to three years of education and relationship building. Confirmation is a 
group undertaking—our congregation has made confirmation education part of our baptismal promise to 
educate our children—and every year volunteers come forward to invest hundreds of hours in the lives of 
these children, ministry teams work together to coordinate events, and money is budgeted to make sure we 
can do it all. Now, thirteen more people have come to adulthood in our church family—thirteen more 
children of God to share the good news, share the work of the church, and challenge us to be God’s people 
in new and exciting ways.  

CONFIRMATION SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 - A DAY TO REMEMBER 
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM GEESE? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Although this piece first crossed my desk many years 
ago, and it was not written for a specifically Christian 
audience, I think it has much to say to us being 
“Church.” - Pastor Geier 
 

Fact 1. As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an 
“uplift” for the birds that follow. By flying in a “V” 
formation, the whole flock has 71% greater flying 
range than if each bird flew alone. 
 

Lesson. People who share a common direction and 
sense of community can get where they are going 
quicker and easier, because they are traveling on the 
thrust of each other. 
 

Fact 2. When a goose falls out of formation, it 
suddenly feels the drag and resistance of flying alone. 
It quickly moves back into formation to take 
advantage of the lifting power of the bird immediately 
in front of it. 
 

Lesson. If we have as much sense as a goose, we 
stay in formation with those headed where we want to 
go. We are willing to accept their help and give our 
help to others. 
 

Fact 3. When the lead bird tires, it rotates back into 
the formation to take advantage of the lifting power of 
the bird immediately in front of it. 
 

Lesson. It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks 
and sharing leadership. As with geese, people are 
interdependent on each others’ skills, capabilities, 
and unique arrangement of gifts, talents, or 
resources. 
 

Fact 4. The geese flying in formation honk to 
encourage those up front to keep up their speed. 
 

Lesson. We need to make sure our honking is 
encouraging. In groups where there is 
encouragement, the production is much greater. The 
power of encouragement (to stand by one’s heart or 
core values and to encourage the heart and core 
values of others) is the quality of honking we seek. 

Fact 5. When a goose gets sick, wounded, or shot 
down, two geese drop out of formation and follow it 
down to help and protect it. They stay with it until it 
dies or is able to fly again. Then, they launch out with 
another formation to catch up with the flock. 
 

Lesson. If we have as much sense as geese, we will 
stand by each other in difficult times as well as when 
we’re strong. 
 
Note: Lessons from Geese was transcribed from a 
speech given by Angeles Arien at the 1991 
Organizational Development Network. It was based 
on the work of Milton Olson.  
 

 
IT’S TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS for decorating 

the sanctuary at Christmas time.  
Yes, it is only October but this year 
we are using a new supplier and 
they need the order in earlier.  The 
deadline is November 19.  A sign-
up sheet is on the kiosk for you to 
sign up to purchase one in memory 
or in honor of loved ones.  Choose 
a white, pink or red poinsettia.  

Cost is $11.50. 
 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - National 
Collection Week is 
November 13-20. 
Christmas is right around 
the corner and so is 
packing shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child! 
Start thinking about and 
shopping now to fill those 
wonderful gift-filled 
shoeboxes!   
 

 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN NOVEMBER 22 
Confirmation students, their teachers, and families 
are invited to pack at Feed My Starving Children 
November 22.   The bus will load at 5 pm.  Pack time 
is 6:00-7:30 pm (for those driving themselves).  The 
anticipated time to be back at St. Philip's is 8 pm. 
 

Our Church family is also welcome to join in. There is 
limited space on the bus, but we’ll take all who we 
can, and you’re welcome to drive. Please contact 
Stephanie Becken if you’d like to join in the blessings! 
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CONFIRMATION RETREAT   
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Romans 12:2 
 
This year’s confirmation retreat was held at Camp 
Victory in Zumbro Falls, 
Minnesota. About 30 young 
people and 8 adults made up 
the group. Retreats are 
special times for fellowship, 
education, worship, and 
service. Friday night, we 
arrived just after 6:00 pm. We 
spent the evening settling in to 
our lovely accommodations, 

playing games, and to 
know one another. We 
enjoyed a camp fire 
together, and in a turn 
from the ‘usual’ way of 
things, we had our 
adults giving faith 
statements.  
 
Saturday dawned with 
the promise of rain, but 

we made it work. We 
started talking about Martin 
Luther (one of our themes 
of the weekend) and 
opened every day with 
Luther’s morning prayers. 
The students and adults hit 
the high ropes course right 
after breakfast, climbing 
forty feet in the air (feels 
much, much higher than it 

sounds) and working through 
obstacles. During that time, 
students also enjoyed mini-
golf, carpet ball, gaga ball 
and four-square. The 
afternoon saw us working in 
our small groups in Bible 
study. Discernment, another 
of our themes, came up 
often in Bible study. What is 
important? How do you 
know? Who said so? These 

questions and more came up as we dived into the 
Bible together. During the late afternoon, Kathy 
Luedtke arrived with 
blankets to tie and care 
packages to put 
together. All together, 
the students tied 13 
blankets and packed 
48 care packages for 
Hastings Family 
Service to give to the 
homeless in our 
community. After a 
delicious dinner, we 
shared worship time together and Holy Communion. 
Saturday night, we enjoyed extended camp fire time 
with music and s’mores, followed by tournament style 

duck-duck-
gray-duck. 

Sunday 
morning 

was time 
for prayer. 

Students 
and adults 

prayed 
through 

multiple station activities. We wrapped up our 
weekend with brunch and one last education time 
before playing and exploring in the woods near our 
cabin. This was a special time—a time away and also 
a time together. Retreats like this take a lot of time 
and energy—from both the youth who attend and the 
adults who work together to keep everyone engaged 
and safe. This year’s retreat leaders: Beckie Shorter, 
Todd Herber, Brenda Rossow, Adam Barker, Lisa 
Bergert, Kathy Luedtke, Pastor Geier and Stephanie 
Becken. Dominick Kaphing and McKenzie Langenfeld 
were our tireless peer leaders. 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - St. Philip’s annual 
tradition of retelling the Christmas story will be upon 
us before we know it! Sign-ups will go up November 

12 and be up 
through November 
25 (you can also 
sign up via email, if 
you’re out of town). 
Parts will be posted 
on November 26 
during our 
Christmas Program 

Set Up Party (9:35-10:25 am). Children age 3 through 
6th graders are encouraged to participate with the 
Christmas program happening December 10 during 
the second worship service. Middle School and High 
School students can also participate as coaches, 
helpers and provide special music.  
 

 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM SET UP PARTY  
November 26, during the education hour (no Sunday 
School) families are invited to help get things together 
for the Christmas Program. We’ll do crafts, sort 
costumes, work on the set, enjoy snack and kick the 
Advent Season off with loving fellowship and 
connection. This is a family affair, so please stop in! 
 

 
QUARTERLY MEN’S GROUP - The next meeting of 
the Quarterly Men’s Group will be on Saturday, 
December 2 at 8:30 am.  All men are invited to attend 
to hear a presentation by Tim Leslie, Dakota County 
Sheriff who will be providing information about his 
department and its current initiatives. At this 
meeting, you’ll have a chance for some good 
coffee, a light snack and fellowship with others 
preceding the speaker.  Q and A time with the Sheriff 
will follow.   Coffee will be on at 8:30 am and our 
speaker begins at 10 am.  Come and bring a friend!  
Please mark your calendar now for this casual, fun 
and informative time on Saturday, December 2.   If 
you have any questions, please contact Dan Retka at 
651-295-7835.  
 

 
LEFSE MAKING OPPORTUNITY.  Just one more 
time to experience the lefse 
making process.  Come join 
in the fun on Saturday, 
November 11 at 9 am to 
make these tasty delicacies that will be sold at the 
Bake Sale on November 18. 
 

CALLING ALL MIDDLE SCHOOLERS!  Let's go to 
camp for the Green Lake lock in! 
 
Who: 5th-8th graders 
When: January 26-27  
Cost: $45  
Plan: We'll carpool to Green 
Lake Friday afternoon. From 
there, the Green Lake 
counselors will take over with 
games, outdoor fun in the snow, camp worship, 
yummy food and more! We'll return Saturday late in 
the afternoon/early evening. Adult chaperones/drivers 
stay absolutely free! 
 
Registration forms are available at the Welcome 
Center or on the St. Philip's website. Please turn in 
registrations and payment to Stephanie Becken 
before January 1. Camperships are available. 
 

 
KATIE AND MARTIN LUTHER VISIT - On October 
11, St. Philip's had a visit with Katie and Martin Luther 
(Johan and Sonja Hinderlie). This event was well 
received by over 150 people, including many 
confirmation students and their families, congregation 
members and community guests. This special time 
gave real time, meaningful information about the 
Luthers' faith and personal lives. Anecdotes, sharing 
stories and sharing daily practices of faith were all 
part of the engaging presentation, always focusing on 
grace and God's great love. Many thanks to Beth and 
Wayne Fahlstrom for making this evening possible, 
and to the Fellowship Ministry Team and Faith 
Formation Ministry Team for the hospitality. 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Joel Hinck, Director of Contemporary Worship 

   joelh@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 

Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Philip's Lutheran 

Church 

1401 West 15th Street 

Hastings, MN  55033 
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